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CATEGORY
OWNERSHIP STATUS ACCESSIBLE

(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC

O'$trict 0 Bot Iding ~ Public KJ Public Acquisition: Occupied IX) Yes:

Sit. 0 . Structure 0 Privot. 0 In Procest 0 Unoccupied 0 Restricted ~
Both 0 ' Being Considered 0 Preservation ....ork Unre.tricted 0Ohject 0 in progress 0 No: 0

PFtE!!IENT USE (Check Omt or More liS ApproprIate)

Agrlcvltu-ral [J Government 0 Perk 0 Transportation 0 Comments 0 ,
Commer,cial 0 Industrial 0 Private Residence [,] Other (Sp~cily) 0
Educotionol OCJ Military 0 Religious CI Art-Cu] ture
Entertoinment ~ Museum Xl Scientific 0
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OWNERS N A.ME:

CitTYofBellingham; Washington
!iTFtEET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: I'~~T;~inll:ton I CODE •-<Bellingham, Washington 5.31 fi ~~
~LOCATIONOF LEGAL DESCRIPTION w !":'
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Whatcom County Auditor's Office ::>
<.0

" ~!!ITREET AND NUMBER; 0County Courthouse ::>\fuatcom
CI TV OR TOWN:

I s~:T:hinll"ton
I CODE 0l ' 0Bellinll:ham £'31 _ c

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE 01="i'oJ(")MINATED PROPl:;RTV: Buildinll" four stnT'ies 16,')00 :S "tqi?'
W;REl!rll;5l;Nr;t,tlp~ IN EXISTING SURYEYS .. ,' .. ' . ' .. '.iL., .. ;,. 'c' ll)~

C">TltL.E OF SURVEY:
0Replat of Central \fuatcom 3

PATE OF SURVEy:March 4 lqO? Federal n State 0 County 0 LO<:Cll Iv "ZDEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: -< "n• 0City Enll:ineer's Office < '"z ZSTREET AND NUMBER: C

"< ~City !iall • c"fE- ~
CITV OR TOWN:

I'~:T:,,;n~;-~"
I CODE I- m

0Bellinll:ham S31 ..... 0 z• r-< -<m,--'--L-
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The building was completed in May, 1892, for use as a cit~
hall. It was built on a sandstone ledge overlooking Bellingh~
Bay. The foundation is reinforced concrete and the main
structure is red brick, with local Chuckanut sandstone trim.
The roofwas terne metal roof cladding over wood rafters and thE
present roof is a recent (1966) replacement of the original.
The earlier laminated wood beams have been replaced with new
structural steel beams and wood rafters during renovation
began in 1966. The building has been found in sound condition
by two groups of structural engineers. No bearing walls have
been replaced, but some non-bearing walls have been removed in
areas to allow for larger display galleries and installment of
walk-in glass cases. Heating, plumbing, and electrical systems
have been replaced with new materials. The basement and first
floorjhave been completely renovated, using as much authentic
material where possible, or with tasteful substitution of new
materials. The center bell tower, which was destroyed in the
fire of 1962, has not been replaced yet, but it is a future
goal. The original hand-carved wood staircase, panellings, and
moldings have been refinished. Period chandeliers have been
installed, and ~odern display lighting is utilized. The second
and third floor renovation awaits further funds from private
and public sources. In October, 1966, Bellingham was presented
the Annual Award of the Washington State Arts Commission for it,s
efforts to preserve and restore the old City Hall, now called
the Whatcom Museum of History and Art.

t ,'.

.

CONDITION Excellent 0 Good.fiJ Fair 0 Deteriorated 0 Ruin!' 0 Uno. pond [J

I Moved 0
(Check One)

Original Site ~
(Check One)

A.ltered 0 Unaltered iIINTEGRITY

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If Icnown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

,,\ .

m
m

z

o
z



-' , , ,
I8'?SIG~IFlt"NCE '. . . /', ..... "" .. '. " " ..

z
o

~see "onuJ.nuavJ.on=eev)
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.. _ •. Pr.~Corumbjan 0 16th Century 0
15th Century 0 17th Century 0

18,h C~ntury 0
19th Century ~

2O,h Century 0

SPEC,"'C DATEIS' (If Applk •• ' •• nd Known) Building comnleted Mav. 18g2.
AREA! OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

,Abot Iginol" EducatIon 0 Political 0
Pr~hjl'oric. 0 . Engine.ring 0 R.II;i on/Phi.

Hi storl e 0 Industry 0 losophy 0
A'griculture' 'fij .-

Invention 0 Science 0
A" Landscape Sculpture 0
'Commerce 0 Architectur. 0 Social/Human-

Communications 0 Literotur. 0 j lorlon 0
Conservation 0 Military 0 Theat.r 0

Music 0 Trflnsportotion 0
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Urbon Plonning 0

.' ·Other' (SpecllyJ Xl
His:tilr3ceti
Architecture
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (include Persona,files, Dete e, Events, Etc.)

The significance of the old City Hall as a historic land-
mark is mainly as an architectural type and as a local heritage
of our past. Built in 1892, during the last years of the Vic-
torian era the building was in the center of the boom and bust
times often common to newly settled territories of the United
States. The first settlers had reached Bellingham Bay in 1852,
and others followed soon after them. Alfred Lee was a late
pioneer to this area, arriving in 1890. He established an arc~i-
tecture office, and began to design public and private bUildin~s
for the area, including the old City Hall, and some buildings
of Western Washington State Co-llege in Bellingham, established
as the Normal School in 1899.' Bellingham was still a cluster
of little towns, all seeking to outdo each other in growth and
economic expansion. The western terminusof'~sever'al inter-
continental railroads had·bypassed them, and the last of the
gold rush miners had left for the Fraser River, British
Columbia country. Coal, timber, and fishing were the remainin~
large industries in this area, and with the labor force they
attracted, this was a raw town, experiencing waves of boom and
bust with every rumor of new industrial interest. The con-
struction of the City Hall was a major achievement during the

'civilizing" of the area, and was the building where important
plans were made concerning the future of this "Fourth Corner"
of the State of Washington. At present, it is one of the
remaining few examples of the late Victorian public buildings
that has been left in relatively original condition in this
area. It has been in operation as a public museum since the
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city fathers vacated it in"1939, and has also become a vital
community center since the renovations began in 1966. (A fire
in 1962 essentially closed down the building to the public
for six'7ears, but a determined group of friends kept the ide~
going, and renovation has reawakened the pUblic interest in
the history of our community.) The first pub lLc.. opening
after renovation was in June of 1968, with the comprehensive
exhibit of the "Arts of a Vanished Era", an account of the
Pacific Northwest Coast's early'inhabitants, the Indians.
This show closed in December of 1968, with a total attendance
of more than fifty-five thousand people, and a new show of th~
early ,white settlement of ,the "Fourth Corner" opened in Januap-
of this year. The next show of historic interest, scheduled
to open late in 1969, will show the contribution of the early
industries to the rap'id growth of the Pacific Northwest
Coast.

Bibliographical References Continued:
Steinbruek, Victor. Story in "The Seattle Post-Intelligencer ,

Seattle, Washington, April 10, 1966.
The Oregonian's Handbook of the Pacific Northwest, Oregonian
--- PUblishing Company, PirtIina, Oregon, 1894.
The Whatcom Museum of History and Art, a brochure prepared by
--- the Director ana Staff of~e~seum, containing an

article by Director Susan Barrow, published in the
periodical, "!!useum News", March, 1967.
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Mahlberg, Blanche. Story in "The Bellingham Herald" ,Herald Publishing Company, Bellingham, Washington.February 28, 1966.
Roth, ~ttie Roeder, supervising editor. History ofWhat com County, two volumes, with Volume One 'beinghistorical, and Volume Two being biographical.Pioneer Historical Publishing Company, Chicago,Illinois and Seattle, Washington, 1926.
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]O.RGAN1Z ....TION IDATEWhat com Museum of History and Art March 25, 196B
STREET AND NUMBER:

121 Prosoect Btl'''''+:
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
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"
NATION",L REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the des igna t ed State Liaison Officer for the Na-
I hereby certify that this property is included in the

t iona l Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been,

evaluated accordtng to the criteria and procedures set-

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

. level of significanc-e of this nomination is:~'
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I
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ICOMMON: Whatcom Museum of H istorv and Art
l.. cvo a H,nOR,C, Uld City Hall

12•. L:o.cAT1ONi?-;>. ..'-:-..",,-, .. ,--, ' ':' . "':.:"."'::': .' .. :') -. :. " -. .:'.:y)
STREET ANO NUMBER: /5~\UH1-:1~121 Prospect Street ,r J:J. ..,,"/
CI TV OR TOWN: !Y .,,,,;'<I;(;I/(!! ;~

Bell inoham
STATE, I COCE [cou- fJ.]f ~ IW(J l~ I CODE

Washtnoton 14f> I :.\ I?~lfn. I 7'>-
[3; '!"HOTOREI;ERENCE ". , ..' .':" .... '. z: -~/8)-:-"'IL '.' J:--

PHOTO CREDIT: Photographer unknown 'V>, . err A'--/
OATE OF PHOTO: Prior to fire of 1962 "-f) "/

~EGATIVE FILED AT: <; ;;,

----Mr Galen Bierv 1023-13th Street Bell incham Washinntnn qR??<;
1'l.t1oEl·rHAlcAT-IONi'·· -:

DESC"RIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Interior view of second floor" large room which was the original council
chamber when the building was still the city hall. Now it is a museum,
and the photograph shows the early displays as they were prior to the fire
and subsequent renovations. The photographer is positioned on the Mezzanine
ovenookrnq we COUrlCII cnamoer.
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:z: 1l;!'i'I.AME·,'.;,' ,)";",':' '.... "",,'., .. -c .....~." .. '."',,' ..Ti ...
o !COMMON, Whatcom Museum of HIstor" and A't

fANO'OR H"TOR'C, '01'; (';~ .. U,II
..... ,.,.:..: •.-.,to- 12. :i,:O<;A'rION;';':/:)::.. .~, .,.. "

u

.. '

STREET AND NUMBER:

121 Prosoect Street
~)- \ ill!lJJl.l!'

Bell inoham A'Y ...,~<A
CITY OR TOWN:

STATE, I CODE Ic~JV' '~''1:J ~''\'<3\
Washinoton r 46 l L-'- Wy" tc~rn 0,,' 'Y--\

I CODE

In7'2VI

:z: 13;RHOTo RE.I'ERENCE .1l':"' ... 'Q1('~ i_
PHOTO CREO'" Mr. Mark Flanders r::: 'Q. "0 .~ C
DATE oe PHOTO' C- .~~- l-9.68-- \:~ /-_-:.,. /,~/

W EGATIVE FILED AT: .~ ';'f:-' A-..<,7
w Mr. Mark Flanders 3912 Cliffside Drive . <@-,rh;Mtnn OR??<=;

VI 14.ipE!'ITIF!C;AJ'loN'.'." . ,., " I 'v \./
OESC'RIBE VIEW, DIRECTION. ETC.

The exhibit case of new acquisitions in Gallery I is shown after the opening in
June of 1968. Most of the articles in this case are from early pioneering
families of Whatcom County. Our mannequins were made by Miss Karen Werner
a sculptress from Seattle, Washington
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COUNTY

Whatcom
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

(Type all entries ~attach to or enclose with photograph) EN TRY NUMBER I OATE

I
II,! Iol.AMEo; i.',." "" ".0': '; . <:'. ....... ) -: ;., ... . . ,i""''' .. ·",,

ICOMMON, Whatcom Museum of H istorv and Art
IANO/oR H15TORlcF.\l,./ ('ift, 1-1-:311

[2. ···lOCAT.fON}iiii.·}·
. " c' '.' .i" ·i .. ··~t" ...~. .,.',,"' .

STREET AND NUMBER: /~ A~Y~1o 1 P,n~n"r! c::; t,,,,,t
CI TV OR TOWN: 1Ci?( '''11> '(<'/); ~?

Bellinoham Washinqton - A. ....0 (",I) .....
STATE: I CODE ICOUN TV:

~\'9('~O4.~ L~ CODE

Washinoton 98225 146 I Whatcom ~ 73.,
[3; PHOTO REfERENCE ....... , . ..... Y...\.·. /;.,-1< .:" ...........

PHOTO CREDIT: Photooraoher unknown '\.<YA, ./c'/
DATE OF PHOTO; Prior to tire ot 1 ,;/6-,,~ '<. I C'TTl'\, \ V

~EGATIVE FILED AT:

Location unknown
14. iOE/-llIF;ICATIOr'< . .', '.\~:. '.' . .

DESC'RIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

The Ella H igginson Corner of the Bell ingham Publ ic Museum is shown, prior
to the fire of 1962. The display of Higginson mementoes was on the second
floor, northwest corner, on the mezzanine. Ella Higginson was the poet
laureate of the State of Washington, and she settled on Bell ingham Bay in 181' 8
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(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photoAraph)
ENTRY NUMBER I DATE

1
1l;'i'I."ME .,.i/':'."" , ..:,......... ....... '. ......• ,.,."......... .... . .\\ ......

COMMON: whatcom Museum of History and Art
IANOIOR HISTORIC: Old Cit" Hall

12. I;;OC...'rIOi'l ....i ,.,......',.' . ... .... /\ ,\01 Ilir-. . " .. ... ,..,....,.,:.,.

STREET AND NUMBER: .;:r: 1J;,~~121 PrOSDect Street
CI TV OR TOWN:

~I A4:'1'~;<:1t-~"2Bellincrham
STATE: I CODE ICOUN Tvl t- ''«'~(0 .~ b I COOE

Washincrton 98225 r 46 l ~'V ihat~~ /tvl 1073
13, PHOTO REfERENCE ., \ "", .<""', L'J

PHOTO CREDIT: Mr. Mark Flanders ,,~ "«:'U/
DATE OF PHOTO: Summer 1968 ~111"~

EGATIVE FILED AT:

Mr. Mark Flanders, 3912 Cliffside Drive, Bellingham, Wash. 9822 )
14, I09jrIFICAr'ION •......•..•.,. .'

OESC"RIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Gallery V of the Museum is shown, after reconstruction and
opening of the Museum to the public in June of 1968. The
exhibits are part of the Northwest Coast Indian show, "Arts
of a Vanished Erall
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